know a little of American history and there’s
no better way to do it than with fun, food and
The Chronicle - 02/20/2018
frolic.”
According to York, the event also served as a
fundraiser for the museum.

Colonial Ale sales and a pitcher was passed
around for donations during the event.
Page : 01
“I love that people are excited about adding
history to their dining experience,” York said. Bev York of
Franklin dur
(Feasting, Page 4)

Area schools earn
‘distinction’ status
By MICHELLE FIRESTONE
Chronicle Staff Writer

While several area schools were recognized as “Schools of Distinction,” one
school, RHAM High School in Hebron,
was recognized for further improvement.
That news comes following recently
released results from the Next Generation
Accountability system.
The system is used to measure school
and district success in providing students with a quality education.
The state Department of Education
released results earlier this month based
on data from 2016-17.
Schools were evaluated based on 12
indicators.
According to the state, RHAM
(Regional School District 8) is one of
16 focus schools exiting focus status.
Focus schools are schools that are
among the lowest subgroup achievements in the state.
RHAM Superintendent of Schools
Patricia Law could not be reached for
comment.
Schools of distinction have performed
in the top 10 percent in various catego-

BEST GAS
PRICE

ries.
According to the DOE, 124 schools
were identified as “Schools of Distinction” based on 2016-17 data, including
the following local schools:
• Mansfield: Dorothy C. Goodwin
School received one distinction in the
“highest performing elementary/middle
schools” category.
Southeast Elementary School received
two distinctions, one for “highest performing elementary/middle schools”
category and another in the “highest
growth for all students” category.
This is the third year Southeast
School was recognized and the first year
Goodwin School was recognized.
“We’re very pleased to know that,
this year, two of our schools were recognized,” Mansfield Superintendent of
Schools Kelly Lyman said. “That means
a lot to us that our students and staff are
performing at such a high level.”
Lyman said the report indicates the
schools have been successful at helping
students meet growth targets.
She said the district will continue
(Schools, Page 4)
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This snowman seems
snow quickly melts at M
afternoon.

Development ﬁrm has
interest in Tin Tsin lot
By EKATERINE TCHELIDZE

A-1 Main St.
2.59
Valero Main St.
2.63
Stop & Shop Main St. 2.63
— Gasbuddy.com

I’m meltin

WILLIMANTIC — The town is
working toward a purchase agreement
with the Corporation of Independent
Living (CIL) for a new development at
804 Main St.
The town-owned property, best
known as the Tin Tsin lot, once was the
site of a Chinese restaurant.
It has, since the building was torn
down, become a small parking lot.
Windham Town Manager Jim Rivers
told the town council’s administration, finance, development, health and

tions for the project.
If this is not accomplished with
two years, the town can explore oth
options, unless CIL opts to extend th
contract.
Rivers said CIL can extend the co
tract by a year three times.
Windham Economic Developme
Director Jim Bellano said, within the
two years, CIL will have to decide if
wants to move forward on a purcha
agreement.
If the company
agrees to buy th
Powered by QContent
property, it will do so for a nomin
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Dogood” that were printed,
York said.
The Chronicle
- 02/20/2018
When
his brother
found out
it was him writing as Silence
Dogood, York said, he was

president and Adams, along
with his son, John Quincy
Adams, eventually became
commander-in-chief.
“John and his wife, Abigail,

knows not the way home,”
“He’s got the gout” and “He’s
rattled,” were all on the list of
terms York read.
The event proved fun, but

For more information on
the Windham Textile & His: 04
tory Museum, call Page
860-4562178 or visit www.millmuseum.org.

Schools earn ‘distinction’ status
(Continued from Page 1)
its attention “on monitoring
student performance over
time.”
• In Windham, Windham
Center School received one
distinction in the “highest growth for high needs
students” category, one of
23 Alliance District schools
recognized as a School of
Distinction.
Alliance Districts are the
33 lowest-performing school
districts in the state and are
targeted for special state
investments.
“We would like to congratulate them,” Windham
Superintendent of Schools
Patricia Garcia said, referring
to Windham Center School
students and staff. “We are

extremely proud of our
Windham Center School.”
In a press release, she
said the district’s “Theory of
Action” emphasizes student
achievement will improve
when there is a high level
of support for teachers and
strong accountability.
“The district will continue
to focus on student learning
and success by monitoring
the implementation of the
strategic plan and supporting
teachers, administrators and
students,” Garcia said in the
press release.
• In Coventry, George Hersey Robertson School (GHR)
received two distinctions,
one in the “highest growth
for all students” category
and another in the “highest

growth for high needs students” category.
“I believe this recognition
speaks to the outstanding talent of the teachers and paraeducators at GHR,” Coventry
Superintendent of Schools
David Petrone said in an
email. “Through their continued work analyzing data
to inform and refine their
instructional practices, their
students continue to excel.
“We are fortunate in
Coventry to have such skilled
educators that have no greater goal then to ensure our
students are prepared for the
challenges of the 21st century.”
Other area schools noted
included:
• Center School in Willington received one distinction

in the “highest performing
elementary/middle schools”
category.
• Andover Elementary
School received one distinction in the “highest performing elementary/middle
schools” category.
• Scotland Elementary
School received two distinctions, one in the “highest performing elementary/middle
schools” category and another in the “highest growth for
all students” category.
• Hampton Elementary
School received one distinction in the “highest growth
for all students” category.
The data is available on the
state Department of Education’s data portal, EdSight, at
edsight.ct.gov.

Development ﬁrm interested in Tin Tsin lot
(Continued from Page 1)
and the project is built, CIL
will get a tax break because
the development will be in an
enterprise zone.
CIL is a nonprofit development organization based in
Hartford that develops and
sustains affordable and accessible housing and other community resources to those in
need.
The company has a number
of public and private financing sources for development,
according CIL’s website.
CIL approached the town,
offering to build a development on the unofficial parking lot, Bellano said.
The site has been vacant

since 2004 and the building
was demolished for safety
reasons.
The construction would be
a six-story building, with five
floors dedicated to apartment
units and the first floor serving as a retail center.
Bellano said, based on zoning regulations, the first floor
has to be an office or retail
space.
“The more units you
can build, the more return
on investment you will get
back,” Bellano said.
The estimated number of
units is between 40 and 50,
Rivers said.
Bellano said CIL is known
for its work in Hartford.

Obituaries
Jean (Patterson) Williams
STORRS
Jean (Patterson) Williams,
98, of Storrs, CT quietly

big fan of the UConn Womens Basketball Team and
was a season ticket holder
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In fact, he toured the
CapeWell Lofts apartment
building there, developed by
CIL, and was “impressed by
what they did there.”
Rivers said he would like
to have CIL officially present the Tin Tsin project to
the subcommittee before the
committee presents it to the
council.
The tentative presentation
date for that is March 12,
although it hasn’t been finalized, Bellano said.
Some subcommittee members expressed concern about
parking there.
“We probably need some
kind of parking there,” said
subcommittee
Chairman
Charles Krich.
Rivers agreed parking

might be challenging, but “in
the city, you don’t always
have parking where your
building is.”
“I’m not worried about
parking right now. I’m worried about bringing prosperity in Windham and downtown Willimantic,” Rivers
said.
Both Rivers and Bellano
said the parking situation
is another reason why it’s
important to push the parking
garage project forward.
The town is trying to get
state funding to build a
$10 million parking garage
between Walnut and Meadow
streets.
To learn more about CIL,
visit www.cil.org.

New speed limit sign
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