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By ELIZABETH MACAULEY
Chronicle Staff Writer 

WILLIMANTIC — A party aiming to raise 
funds for a local history museum offered a 
reason for revelry on Presidents Day — a 
holiday not usually associated with spirited 
celebrations.

On Monday, the Windham Textile & His-
tory Museum hosted its annual “Party with the  
Presidents” at the Main Street Cafe/Willimantic 
Brewing Co., bringing folks together to not 
only learn about the presidents, but to try the 
food and drinks they frequently enjoyed as 
well.

The program was hosted by Bev York, an 
educational consultant for the museum.

“This is our fifth year hosting a program 
here,” York said. “It’s important that people 
know a little of American history and there’s 
no better way to do it than with fun, food and 
frolic.”

According to York, the event also served as a 
fundraiser for the museum.

Willi Brew was serving “Colonial Ale” to 
kick off the fundraiser, York said.

The museum benefits from some of the 
Colonial Ale sales and a pitcher was passed 
around for donations during the event.

“I love that people are excited about adding 
history to their dining experience,” York said. 

(Feasting, Page 4)
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Feasting with a
Founding Father

Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle
Bev York of the Windham Textile & History Museum portrays Founding Father Benjamin 
Franklin during the fundraiser for the museum.

Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

I’m melting! I’m melting!
This snowman seems to be taking its last bow as the 
snow quickly melts at Mansfield Hollow Dam on Monday 
afternoon.

Party celebrates
Presidents Day

By MICHELLE FIRESTONE
Chronicle Staff Writer

LEBANON — In response to speed-
ing concerns, a lighted, flashing speed 
limit sign will be installed on Route 207 
near Lyman Memorial High School and 
Lebanon Middle School.

During a board of education meeting 
last week, Lebanon Superintendent of 
Schools Robert Angeli said Lebanon 
First Selectman Betsy Petrie was noti-
fied by the state about plans to install a 
sign with flashing lights on Route 207.

Angeli said the sign will post a speed 
limit of 35 miles per hour.

He said the school district’s facilities 
director, Kevin French, is working with 
the bus company, M&J Bus Inc., to 
determine an “appropriate time that we 
will need those lights flashing during the 
school day.”

Speaking to Angeli, Lebanon Board of 
Education Vice Chairman James Mello 
said it had been awhile since there had 
been any action on the issue, “so thank 
you for your efforts.”

Angeli, however, said the school dis-
trict “couldn’t have done it” without 
Petrie’s help.

Petrie said the DOT will pay for the 
sign, while the town will be responsible 
for installation costs, including the elec-
trical hook-up and labor.

She said the school district and town 
will “work together” to install the sign, 
but she didn’t know when that would 
occur or how much it would cost.

Petrie said the town is waiting for final 
plans for the sign and, after that, it would 
have a better idea when installation 
would occur.

A local parent expressed concerns last 
year about unsafe traffic on Route 207 
by the middle school entrance.

The state Department of Transportation 
conducted a recent traffic study that jus-
tified concerns about speeding in the 
area.

A number of accidents happened near 
the middle school entrance in a short 

New speed
limit sign
to go near
schools

By MICHELLE FIRESTONE
Chronicle Staff Writer

While several area schools were rec-
ognized as “Schools of Distinction,” one 
school, RHAM High School in Hebron, 
was recognized for further improve-
ment.

That news comes following recently 
released results from the Next Generation 
Accountability system.

The system is used to measure school 
and district success in providing stu-
dents with a quality education.

The state Department of Education 
released results earlier this month based 
on data from 2016-17.

Schools were evaluated based on 12 
indicators.

According to the state, RHAM 
(Regional School District 8) is one of 
16 focus schools exiting focus status.

Focus schools are schools that are 
among the lowest subgroup achieve-
ments in the state.

RHAM Superintendent of Schools 
Patricia Law could not be reached for 
comment.

Schools of distinction have performed 
in the top 10 percent in various catego-

ries.
According to the DOE, 124 schools 

were identified as “Schools of Distinc-
tion” based on 2016-17 data, including 
the following local schools:

• Mansfield: Dorothy C. Goodwin 
School received one distinction in the 
“highest performing elementary/middle 
schools” category. 

Southeast Elementary School received 
two distinctions, one for “highest per-
forming elementary/middle schools” 
category and another in the “highest 
growth for all students” category.

This is the third year Southeast 
School was recognized and the first year 
Goodwin School was recognized.

“We’re very pleased to know that, 
this year, two of our schools were rec-
ognized,” Mansfield Superintendent of 
Schools Kelly Lyman said. “That means 
a lot to us that our students and staff are 
performing at such a high level.”

Lyman said the report indicates the 
schools have been successful at helping 
students meet growth targets.

She said the district will continue 

Area schools earn 
‘distinction’ status

(Schools, Page 4)
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By EKATERINE TCHELIDZE
Chronicle Staff Writer

WILLIMANTIC — The town is 
working toward a purchase agreement 
with the Corporation of Independent 
Living (CIL) for a new development at 
804 Main St. 

The town-owned property, best 
known as the Tin Tsin lot, once was the 
site of a Chinese restaurant. 

It has, since the building was torn 
down, become a small parking lot.

Windham Town Manager Jim Rivers 
told the town council’s administra-
tion, finance, development, health and 
human services committee the town is 
working on an agreement.

According to the proposed deal, CIL 
will have two years to explore the prop-
erty, come up with a design, finalize 
plans and apply for grants and dona-

tions for the project.
If this is not accomplished within 

two years, the town can explore other 
options, unless CIL opts to extend the 
contract.

Rivers said CIL can extend the con-
tract by a year three times.

Windham Economic Development 
Director Jim Bellano said, within these 
two years, CIL will have to decide if it 
wants to move forward on a purchase 
agreement.

If the company agrees to buy the 
property, it will do so for a nominal 
fee of $1.

That’s because, Bellano said, when 
the town did a request for proposal, it 
“got no interest in the property.”

If the purchase agreement is signed 

Development fi rm has 
interest in Tin Tsin lot

(Development firm, Page 4)

Amelia Ingraham | For the Chronicle
Michelle Giffin of Windham raises her glass to 
cheers during ‘Party with the Presidents’ at the 
Main Street Cafe/Willimantic Brewing Co. on 
Monday.
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and the project is built, CIL 
will get a tax break because 
the development will be in an 
enterprise zone.

CIL is a nonprofit develop-
ment organization based in 
Hartford that develops and 
sustains affordable and acces-
sible housing and other com-
munity resources to those in 
need.

The company has a number 
of public and private financ-
ing sources for development, 
according CIL’s website.

CIL approached the town, 
offering to build a develop-
ment on the unofficial park-
ing lot, Bellano said.

The site has been vacant 

since 2004 and the building 
was demolished for safety 
reasons. 

The construction would be 
a six-story building, with five 
floors dedicated to apartment 
units and the first floor serv-
ing as a retail center.

Bellano said, based on zon-
ing regulations, the first floor 
has to be an office or retail 
space.

“The more units you 
can build, the more return 
on investment you will get 
back,” Bellano said.

The estimated number of 
units is between 40 and 50, 
Rivers said.

Bellano said CIL is known 
for its work in Hartford. 

In fact, he toured the 
CapeWell Lofts apartment 
building there, developed by 
CIL, and was “impressed by 
what they did there.”

Rivers said he would like 
to have CIL officially pres-
ent the Tin Tsin project to 
the subcommittee before the 
committee presents it to the 
council.

The tentative presentation 
date for that is March 12, 
although it hasn’t been final-
ized, Bellano said.

Some subcommittee mem-
bers expressed concern about 
parking there.

“We probably need some 
kind of parking there,” said 
subcommittee Chairman 
Charles Krich.

Rivers agreed parking 

might be challenging, but “in 
the city, you don’t always 
have parking where your 
building is.”

“I’m not worried about 
parking right now. I’m wor-
ried about bringing prosper-
ity in Windham and down-
town Willimantic,” Rivers 
said.

Both Rivers and Bellano 
said the parking situation 
is another reason why it’s 
important to push the parking 
garage project forward. 

The town is trying to get 
state funding to build a 
$10 million parking garage 
between Walnut and Meadow 
streets. 

To learn more about CIL, 
visit www.cil.org.
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Doris  Daigneault

Jean  (Patterson)  Williams

COLUMBIA
Doris  Daigneault,  born  

November  20,  1927  in  Bal-
tic,  CT,  passed  away  after  
a  brief  illness  on  February  
16,  2018.

Doris  was  a  strong  and  
independent  woman,  she  
spent  the  majority  of  her  
life  in  Columbia,  CT.  She  
was  active  in  her  local  
church  for  most  of  her  life.  
She  held  several  jobs  at  dif-
ferent  points,  spending  the  
majority  of  her  life  as  a  
homemaker.  Doris  loved  to  
travel,  she  saw  many  amaz-
ing  places  on  vacations  and  
road  trips  with  her  husband  
and  children.  She  continued  
her  passion  for  traveling  
late  into  her  life.  She  loved  
her  family  and  her  pres-
ence  within  it  was  revered.  
She  most  looked  forward  

to  visits  from  family,  in-
cluding  her  son  whom  she  
saw  every  weekend.  She  
will  be  missed  dearly  and  
thought  of  often.  

Doris  was  predeceased  by  
her  husband  of  49  years,  
Eraine  Daigneault  who  
passed  away  in  1996.  

She  is  survived  by  her  
son,  James  J.  Daigneault  
and  his  wife,  Cheryl  of  
Ashford,  CT,  and  her  
grandchildren:  James  R.  
Daigneault  of  Boston,  MA,  
Kate  Ames  and  husband  
Barrett  of  Portland,  OR  
and  Daniel  D.  Daigneault  
of  Ashford,  CT.  She  is  also  
survived  by  her  daughter,  
Linda  Williams  and  hus-
band  Matthew  of  Maine,  as  
well  as  her  grandchildren:  
Sara  Flewelling  and  hus-
band,  Marcus  and  Saman-
tha  Howard  and  husband,  
Matt  also  living  in  Maine  
and  great-grandchildren,  
Annabelle  and  Everette.  

She  also  leaves  behind  
her  sisters,  Theresa  Kru-
zyk  of  South  Windsor,  CT,  
Blanche  Anthony  of  Sun  
City  West,  AZ,  and  her  
niece,  Lorraine  Wilson  of  
Surprise,  AZ.  

A  private  ceremony  will  
be  held  graveside  at  St.  Jo-
seph  Cemetery  on  02/21  at  
11:00  a.m.  for  family.  

STORRS
Jean  (Patterson)  Williams,  

98,  of  Storrs,  CT  quietly  
passed  away  at  home  on  
February  14,  2018.  

She  was  born  in  New  
London,  CT  on  August  12,  
1919  to  the  late  Edson  and  
Jesse  (Gray)  Patterson,  as  
the  middle  of  3  children.  
Jean  graduated  from  The  
Williams  School  in  1937  
and  worked  as  a  bookkeep-
er,  starting  at  her  father’s  
Packard  dealership.  During  
WWII,  she  worked  as  a  
bookkeeper  at  the  Univer-
sity  of  Connecticut  branch  
at  Fort  Trumbull  in  New  
London.  After  the  war,  she  
transferred  to  the  School  
of  Business  at  UConn  in  
Storrs,  it  was  there  she  met  
and  married  Leander  Wil-
liams.  

Jean  retired  after  her  
son,  Todd  was  born  to  be  
a  homemaker  and  mother.  
She  kept  busy  as  a  long-
time  member  and  treasurer  
of  the  University  of  Con-
necticut  Womens  League  
and  as  one  of  the  founders,  
along  with  her  husband,  of  
St  Marks  Episcopal  Church  
in  Storrs.  She  was  also  a  

big  fan  of  the  UConn  Wo-
mens  Basketball  Team  and  
was  a  season  ticket  holder  
since  1990.  Jean  contin-
ued  to  regularly  attend  the  
games  up  through  age  94.

She  is  survived  by  her  
son,  Todd  Williams  of  
Stonington,  CT;  her  nieces,  
Susan  Dobbie  of  Harvard,  
MA  and  April  Patterson  of  
Hobart,  Tasmania,  Australia;  
her  nephew,  Robert  Patter-
son  of  East  Lyme,  CT  and  
several  grand  and  great-
grand  nieces  and  nephews.  
She  was  predeceased  by  her  
husband,  Leander  Williams  
of  Storrs,  CT;  her  brothers,  
Edson  Patterson,  JR  of  Old  
Lyme,  CT  and  Merwin  Pat-
terson  of  Mystic,  CT.

Services  will  be  at  St  
Marks  Episcopal  Church,  
42  N.  Eagleville  Rd.  Storrs,  
CT  on  February  22,  2018  
at  1:00  p.m.  Burial  will  
follow  immediately  after  in  
the  Storrs  cemetery.  

In  lieu  of  flowers,  please  
make  memorial  donations  to  
St  Marks  Episcopal  Church  
in  Storrs.  

For  an  online  memorial  
guestbook  please  visit  www.
potterfuneralhome.com.

Kelly  Marcellus  Spurlock

WILLIMANTIC
Kelly  Marcellus  Spurlock,  

born  October  20,  1920,  
passed  away  on  Sunday,  
February  11,  2018.  

Kelly  was  the  7th  of  16  
children  born  to  Thomas  
Shirley  and  Willie  Ann  
(Borden)  Spurlock  of  Sa-
lem,  Virginia.  He  attended  
the  Roanoke  County  Train-
ing  School  through  10th  
grade,  when  he  left  for  
Philadelphia,  PA,  to  join  
family  members  and  go  to  
work.  

Six  months  after  the  U.S.  
entered  World  War  II,  Kelly  
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  
serving  in  New  Guinea  and  
the  Philippines.  At  the  wars  
end,  on  Valentines  Day  
1946,  Kelly  married  Odes-
sa  Elaine  Fuller,  his  sister  
Marys  college  roommate,  
and  in  1947,  the  couple,  
along  with  Mary  and  her  
husband,  Kelly’s  childhood  
friend,  Bertram  W.  Wilson,  
moved  to  Eastern  Connecti-
cut.  

They  dreamed  of  start-
ing  a  chicken  farm,  but  for  
Kelly  and  Odessa  that  ini-
tial  dream  was  supplanted  
by  a  new  vision  of  build-
ing  a  good  life  centered  
around  family.  During  the  
50s,  Kelly  worked  at  the  
American  Screw  Company  
and,  following  the  factorys  
move  South,  he  worked  in  
plant  maintenance  at  the  
University  of  Connecticut,  
a  job  from  which  he  retired  
in  the  early  80s.  

In  the  early  years,  Kelly  
and  Odessas  home  served  
as  a  point  of  transition  for  
Kellys  younger  siblings,  
several  of  whom  attended  
high  school  or  worked  be-
fore  marrying  or  returning  
to  Philadelphia  or  the  South.  
After  stints  in  the  military,  
several  chose  to  settle  close  
by  in  Connecticut.

Kelly  was  a  gentle,  gen-
erous,  loving  man  who  set  
the  standard  as  a  husband,  
a  father,  a  family  member,  

a  neighbor  and  a  friend.  
From  1964  until  her  

death  in  2002,  he  served  
as  a  devoted  caregiver  to  
Odessa,  who  was  stricken  
with  a  debilitating  illness.  
Over  the  years  he  exhibited  
similar  loving  care  for  his  
daughters,  his  grandchil-
dren,  his  siblings  and  their  
spouses  and  children,  and  
several  dear  friends.  

Even  as  he  advanced  in  
age,  Kelly  remained  physi-
cally  active  and  mentally  
sharp.  His  favorite  pastime  
was  sharing  his  extensive  
photo  collection  with  visi-
tors,  treating  them  to  little-
known  tidbits  about  individ-
uals  and  their  relationships  
within  the  network  of  fam-
ily  and  community  in  Sa-
lem  and  Philadelphia.  

He  was  keen  on  grocery  
shopping  with  an  eye  out  
for  a  good  bargain.  He  
liked  watching  chickens  
and  woodchucks  from  his  
dining  room  window.  Kel-
ly  enjoyed  listening  to  the  
radio  and  to  his  cassette  
tapes.  His  favorite  genres  
were  Country  and  R&  B  
and  he  savored  the  mu-
sic  of  artists  such  as  Ray  
Charles,  who  blended  the  
two.

Left  to  cherish  Kellys  
memory  are  his  daughter,  
Karla  Spurlock-Evans,  and  
her  husband,  Dr.  Booker  
Evans;  their  children:  Dr.  
Mariama  Evans,  of  Chapel  
Hill,  NC,  and  Booker  Ev-
ans,  Jr.,  of  Takoma  Park,  
MD;  the  children  of  his  
late  daughter,  Janis:  Sharla-
mar  McLendon,  of  Bristol,  
CT,  Toni  Kiara  McLendon,  
of  Hartford,  CT,  and  Nia  
McLendon  and  her  chil-
dren,  Ava  Lynn  Coleman  
and  Carter  Thomas  White,  
of  Middletown,  CT;  two  
sisters  and  a  sister-in-law,  
Grace  Hopson,  of  Storrs,  
CT,  Lois  Hopson,  of  Salem,  
VA,  and  Margaret  Spurlock,  
of  Salem,  VA  and  a  host  of  
nieces  and  nephews,  cous-
ins,  and  friends.

The  family  will  receive  
relatives  and  friends  from  
10:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.,  
Tuesday,  February  27,  2018  
at  Potter  Funeral  Home  
456  Jackson  St.  (Rte.195)  
Willimantic,  CT  with  the  
Funeral  service  to  follow.  

For  an  online  memorial  
guestbook  please  visit  www.
potterfuneralhome.com.
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‘Take your child’ to the Andover Library
ANDOVER — The Andover Public Library welcomes chil-

dren all year long, but it will celebrate the annual Take Your 
Child to the Library Day a little later than usual this month.

Although the day is generally held nationally on the first
Saturday of February, the Andover library scheduled a special 
event in celebration Feb. 7, which was then postponed due to
inclement weather. The event has now been rescheduled for
Wednesday. 

Andover’s Take Your Child to the Library Day will feature 
a story time session with a special guest, Andover Resident 
State Trooper Abigail Belcher. The library will also host tours
of the children’s department and offer games and refresh-
ments. The free event starts at 4 p.m. The library is located at 
355 Route 6. 

For more information, call the library at 860-742-7428.

its attention “on monitoring 
student performance over 
time.”

• In Windham, Windham 
Center School received one 
distinction in the “high-
est growth for high needs 
students” category, one of 
23 Alliance District schools 
recognized as a School of 
Distinction.

Alliance Districts are the 
33 lowest-performing school 
districts in the state and are 
targeted for special state 
investments.

“We would like to con-
gratulate them,” Windham 
Superintendent of Schools 
Patricia Garcia said, referring 
to Windham Center School 
students and staff. “We are 

extremely proud of our 
Windham Center School.”

In a press release, she 
said the district’s “Theory of 
Action” emphasizes student 
achievement will improve 
when there is a high level 
of support for teachers and 
strong accountability.

“The district will continue 
to focus on student learning 
and success by monitoring 
the implementation of the 
strategic plan and supporting 
teachers, administrators and 
students,” Garcia said in the 
press release.

• In Coventry, George Her-
sey Robertson School (GHR) 
received two distinctions, 
one in the “highest growth 
for all students” category 
and another in the “highest 

growth for high needs stu-
dents” category.

“I believe this recognition 
speaks to the outstanding tal-
ent of the teachers and para-
educators at GHR,” Coventry 
Superintendent of Schools 
David Petrone said in an 
email. “Through their con-
tinued work analyzing data 
to inform and refine their 
instructional practices, their 
students continue to excel.

“We are fortunate in 
Coventry to have such skilled 
educators that have no great-
er goal then to ensure our 
students are prepared for the 
challenges of the 21st cen-
tury.”

Other area schools noted 
included:

• Center School in Willing-
ton received one distinction 

in the “highest performing 
elementary/middle schools” 
category.

• Andover Elementary 
School received one dis-
tinction in the “highest per-
forming elementary/middle 
schools” category.

• Scotland Elementary 
School received two distinc-
tions, one in the “highest per-
forming elementary/middle 
schools” category and anoth-
er in the “highest growth for 
all students” category.

• Hampton Elementary 
School received one distinc-
tion in the “highest growth 
for all students” category.

The data is available on the 
state Department of Educa-
tion’s data portal, EdSight, at 
edsight.ct.gov.

“And history doesn’t have to 
be boring or dry. It can be fun 
and exciting.”

York, dressed as Benjamin 
Franklin — who was never 
president, but played a major 
role in the nation’s genesis 
— went over Franklin’s back-
ground, the other Found-ing 
Fathers and what they all 
drank.

She said their words of wis-
dom are still quoted today.

According to York, Frank-
lin’s father was a chandler 
and he grew up working in 
the candle shop — which he 
hated.

Later, Franklin worked as 
an apprentice at his brother’s 
printing shop, where he sub-
mitted anonymous articles 
under the name “Silence 
Dogood” that were printed, 
York said.

When his brother found out 
it was him writing as Silence 
Dogood, York said, he was 

fired.
Franklin eventually moved 

to Philadelphia, where he 
started his own printing shop, 
invented bifocals, the light-
ning rod and other innova-
tions that all assisted in land-
ing him in the history books.

However, Franklin’s great-
est contribution, besides his 
public service and inven-
tions, was his time spent 
in the Second Continental 
Congress, the committee 
dedicated to writing the De-
claration of Independence 
and the years he spent in 
France convincing them to 
help fight the British, York 
said.

York also discussed George 
Washington, Alexander Ham-
ilton and John Adams during 
the event.

Washington was the first 
president and Adams, along 
with his son, John Quincy 
Adams, eventually became 
commander-in-chief.

“John and his wife, Abigail, 

were the first to live in the 
White House,” York said. 
“They moved in when it was 
unfinished and unfurnished.”

“His cousin Samuel Adams 
also was a great brewer in 
Boston,” York said.

According to York, the 
early presidents and found-
ing fathers drank cider, rum, 
whiskey and ale regularly.

“Chocolate was actually an 
alcoholic drink during the 
18th century also,” York said. 
“People also didn’t drink 
water during the 18th cen-
tury. 

“They believed the water 
was polluted,” York said.

Toward the end of the 
event, York went over 220 
terms for the word “drunk” 
from 1737, which was a real 
crowdpleaser.

“He sees two moons,” “He 
knows not the way home,” 
“He’s got the gout” and “He’s 
rattled,” were all on the list of 
terms York read.

The event proved fun, but 

also informational to those 
attending.

“I learned that Connecticut 
was the only state that 
didn’t have a loyalist gover-
nor during the Revolution,” 
Willimantic resident Anne 
Halbert said in reference to 
Jonathan Trumbull.

For Colin Rice of Lebanon, 
the quotes from Franklin 
himself that York read were 
his favorite part.

“The quotes at the end 
were awesome and authen-
tic,” Rice said. “It’s all famil-
iar and this brings it all back 
in a realistic way.”

For others, York was their 
favorite part of the event.

“Bev York is such a trea-
sure to the community,” 
Willa Biewald of Willimantic 
said. “She really keeps his-
tory alive.”

For more information on 
the Windham Textile & His-
tory Museum, call 860-456-
2178 or visit www.millmu-
seum.org.

period of time last year.
Petrie said she spoke to the 

DOT about a year ago and 
they finally “got a little more 
attentive” recently.

She said she has been 
informed of three accidents in 
that general area, but was not 
sure if all of those occurred 

during school hours.

“Anything the state can do 
with us to improve signage is 
always good,” said Petrie.

She said people travel fast 
on that stretch of Route 207 
and “anything we can do 
to alert them to slow down 
would be great.”

(Continued from Page 1)

New speed limit sign 
to go near schools

Feasting with a Founding Father
(Continued from Page 1)

Schools earn ‘distinction’ status
(Continued from Page 1)

Development firm interested in Tin Tsin lot
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